
Economics 401, spring 2008

Instructor: Jeremy Sandford

Optional paper assignment

due 5pm, 4/28/2008

The syllabus lists a paper which goes into your course grade with weight 10%. This paper is now

optional; if you choose to write one, your grade will be determined as per the syllabus. If you choose not to,

the homework and exams will be re-weighted to sum to 100% (meaning the homework will count for 33.3%

of your grade, the midterm for 27.8%, and the final for 38.9%).

The assignment is this: write a short “vignette” telling a story through the lens of economic analysis.

The story can be from your own life, from a book or movie, or completely fictional. I would go into more

detail, but the best way to get a feel for what is expected is to read the attached example vignettes (taken

from another professor at another university). The bit of economic wisdom you discuss could come from

the 401 class (i.e. some story about monopoly profits, a situation analyzed as a game, etc), or from another

economics class.

The paper will receive either 10 points, 8 points, or 0 points. It will receive 0 points if it is wholly

inadequate or plagiarized (if so, I will also take action consistent with university guidelines on plagiarism), 8

points if it is adequate, and 10 points if it is good, interesting, and/or funny. Papers should be well-written

and proofread in order to receive a 10.

If you intend to complete the assignment, please turn it in to me by 5pm on Monday April 28, the day

of our final. If you intend to not do the assignment, and have this 10% of your grade redistributed across

your other course work, no action is required.

I would expect the paper to be about a page in length. Please do not turn in anything over 2 pages in

length.
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